
COLLECTION CONTAINER  
INFORMATION AND GUIDELINES 

 
For Blood: 

i. Anticoagulants are different chemical solutions found within collection tubes 
that prevent blood from clotting. Their function is to maintain the specimen as 
whole blood or to allow centrifugation of the specimen to obtain plasma. A 
phlebotomist will perform a venipuncture using a collection tube that has both 
an anticoagulant and a vacuum inside the tube. After the blood is drawn, the 
anticoagulant and blood are mixed by gently turning the tube over and over. 

ii. Various Blood Collection tubes contain no anticoagulant, a preservative or 
multiple different type of anticoagulants. For simplicity, the collection tubes 
have color-coded stoppers to designate the type of anticoagulant contained 
inside the tube. Below is a chart explaining the color-coded scheme: 

 

 
 

Tube Top Color Additive  

Light Blue Sodium Citrate Must be filled to minimum fill line 

Lavender/Purple EDTA  

Pink EDTA  

Pearl (PPT) EDTA  

Royal Blue with RED stripe No additive Blood WILL clot 

Royal Blue with PURPLE 
stripe 

EDTA  

Grey Sodium Fluoride or 
Oxalate 

 

Green with gel (PST) Lithium Heparin, 
plasma separator gel 

 

Dark green Sodium Heparin OR 
Lithium Heparin 

 

Yellow (glass) ACD  

Red No additive Blood WILL clot 

Gold (SST) No anticoagulant, 
serum separator gel 

Blood WILL clot 



Correct Draw Order for both vacutainer tubes and 
syringe transfer of blood to tubes. 

 

 
 
 
 
Ensure tubes are mixed well by gentle 
inversion, 8 – 10 inversions. 
 
 
NOTE: All additive tubes must have a complete draw. 

i. Na citrate (Light Blue) 
ii. Lithium Heparin (Green) 
iii. EDTA (Lavender) 
iv. Fluoride/Oxalate (Gray) 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 



Other Lab Specimen Containers 
(various specimen types) 

 
 

Aptima Urine Tube     Aptima Swab Tube  
     (endocervical, male urethral) 

 

    
 
Bacterial - BD ESwab (white top) VIRAL - Universal Transport Media  

(red top with pink liquid) 

    
 
Bacterial – BD ESwab Mini Tip (blue top)         Urine Culture Tube  

(gray rubber stopper) 3 mL minimum 

    
 
 
 
 
 
 



Blood Culture Bottles    Fungal Isolator Tube 
 

       
 
Sterile container   Urinalysis Tiger Top  Plain Urine Tube  

7 mL minimum  (no additive, no minimum) 
 

 

  
 

             

Sample Collection Guidelines 



 

Send to Lab Central Receiving -Tube Station 99 

send to Lab Central Receiving -Tube 

Station 99 

For specimens <3.0 ml, send in UA No Additive (plain yellow 

plastic) tube or Glass tube with red rubber stopper. 



 

 
 


